WORLD FENCE NEWS

NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF FENCING, ACCESS CONTROL AND SECURITY

Bright Lights, Big City!

Las Vegas Strip Again Will Host
American Fence Association’s

Annual Convention And Trade Exhibit
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The American Fence Association’s annual
convention and trade exhibit returns to
Las Vegas Feb. 5-7, 2008, with the
location being the Mandalay Bay Resort &
Convention Center. FENCETECH’08 will
mark the 46th annual presentation of the
show. Complete details regarding the
event begin on page 12.

(Las Vegas Convention & Visitors Authority Photo)
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Interstate Wood and Vinyl Products marks 20th
anniversary with major expansion of core business

AMITYVILLE, N.Y. — Interstate
Wood and Vinyl Products was founded
in 1987 to service the needs of fence
contractors and installers throughout
the Northeast's Tri-State area (New
York, New Jersey and Connecticut). As
the company marks its 20th anniver-
sary intheindustry, it has seenits core
business expand and its customer base
grow.

A division of AmendolaIndustries
(aninstalation division servicing Long
Island, established in 1961), Interstate’s

main focus is the manufacturing and
distribution of the Visions by Interstate
PV C fence systems, wood fence prod-
ucts, Delgard aluminum ornamental
fencing, and chain link fence materials
and gates.

However, during the past two years,
Interstate has ventured into PV C ex-
trusion to supply itsvinyl needs.

“With the addition of our extrusion
division, we are now able to have bet-
ter control over our supply of materi-
as, internally develop custom parts,
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and remain competitive in the North-
east,” said Michael Amendola, vice-
president of Interstate Wood and Vinyl
Products. “We believe the vinyl fence
industry is still relatively new and is
here to last. Our focusisto grow our
business by providing customers with
high quality products that are unique
and competitively priced, and to ser-
vice our customerswith our experience
and knowledge of the industry. Over
the past two years our company has
gonethrough ahuge transition, and we
arethankful for the perseverance of our
staff and the loyalty of our customers.
Through PV C extruding, Interstate has
laid the foundation for expansion and
penetration into new markets.

“Many of the partsthat we have de-
vel oped have come about based on con-
versations with fence installers, con-
tractors, and fence fabricators,” said
Amendola. “We are fence people, and
know what our customers deal with on
adaily basis. We recognize the fact that
installing ahigher quality product with
lower failure rateswill reduce callbacks.
Thisisakey ingredient for companies
to be successful, since most of thisin-
dustry’s generated business is through
word of mouth. Our contractorsinstall
ajob and walk away. We believe we
have contributed to the saying that
‘vinyl isfinal.

“And for our fence fabricators, we
have a special program in place to in-
crease production rates and reduce steps
in the assembly process,” said Amen-
dola. “We fabricate sections and gates
for our installation division and our
fence contractors every day, and enjoy
sharing our knowledge with our fabri-
cators. We have achieved efficiencies
in manufacturing through the supply of
pre-cut boards and rails, partially fab-
ricated rails and posts, and also with
the custom parts we have developed.”

Interstate Wood and Vinyl Products
isfamily-owned and operated, and cur-
rently has 120 employees. Its primary
service areaisthe Tri State area, but it
also servicesinstallersand vinyl fabri-
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The move into vinyl extrusion was a
major step for Interstate and allowed it
to substantially expand its core busi-
ness. Above, tongue and groove boards
are extruded at the company’s Ami-
tyville, N.Y. plant. Below, product is pack-
aged and readied for shipping via the
company’s own fleet of trucks. (Inter-
state Wood and Vinyl Products photos)

catorsin Rhode |land, M assachusetts,
Pennsylvania and other states. All In-
terstate deliveries are made using their
own drivers and the company’s own
fleet of vehicles, many of which are
equipped with forklift attachments to
alow shipping finished product directly
to jobsites.

The company also offers special
programs for vinyl fence fabricators,
including pre-cuts, lineals, work-in-
progress job lots, half-truckloads and
full truckloads of assembled sections
and lineals.

The Visions By Interstate product
line allows the company to stock and
have ready to ship 12 to 15 privacy and
picket styles. TheVisionslineisacom-
plete interlocking system, availablein

continued on page 98
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Interstate Wood and Vinyl
Products anniversary
continued from page 96

four colors (white, tan, adobe and gray).

A large degree of customizationis
available, including two-tone colored
sections, custom sized sections, special
size gates, custom made pergolas and
custom styles.

General Wire & Supply Co.

General Wire & Supply Co.
is a major national
manufacturer of hot-dipped
galvanized and vinyl-coated
chain link fabric. Serving fence
professionals since 1962.

In addition to our manufactured
chain link products, we also
stock and distribute:

Chain link fence fittings e Gates for
all applications e Vinyl fencing in post
and rail, privacy and picket styles
Vinyl decking ® Ornamental steel &
aluminum fence ¢ Wildlife fence
Powered post hole diggers and other
tools and equipment e Steel post
adapters for wood fence ¢ Magnetic
safety latches and self-closing hinges
Dog pens ® Wood gate hardware

1-888-250-1647

“We market our PV C fence sys-
tems as a complete interlocking sys-
tem,” said Amendola. “We know that
the strongest type of connection isone
that is interlocking. Our interlocking
set-up is achieved through added fea-
tures in the parts we offer and with a
few extra steps in the manufacturing
process. Interstate’'s 2” X 6” bottom
rail hasa PV C ridge that keeps notched
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pickets from pulling out, decreasing
damage by wind and vandalism. This
feature also increases jobsite efficien-
cies by easing the flow of materials
around the job site. Unlike some pre-
assembled PV C sections, our sections
will stay intact as the product is han-
died on site. It virtually eliminates the
need for multiple employeesto handle
sections, freeing up man power and
time to perform other tasks.
“Additionally, withinthis2” X 6”
bottom rail, we crimp agalvanized stedl
support into a PVC pocket, adding
strength that prevents against sagging.
All of Interstate’s fence systems are
provided with pre-routed fence posts
for the extended rails of each section
to interlock into the post,” he said.
Recognizing the fact that one of the
primary causes of installation call-backs
is gate failure, Interstate developed a
gate profile to combat this problem.
“Interstate manufactures all of its
welded PV C gates with a heavy duty,
double walled profile. In comparison
to a hollow part which only has four
pointsfor weld strength, our ‘ Gate Mas-
ter’ profile has 18,” said Amendola.
“Additional weld points make for asig-
nificantly stronger gate frame with re-
duced failure ratesthat will not sag and
will remain sguare. We guarantee our
gatesuptoa6’ X 12’ double drive.
“The benefits of an additional wall
extend to the anchoring of gate hard-
ware as it penetrates and secures into
both layers of the profile, reducing
cracking and hardware stress. We have
also incorporated our “interlocking
fence system” principals to the manu-
facturing of our gates. In a solid pri-
vacy stylefencefor example, thetongue
and groove boardsfit securely into the
gate frame, eliminating the boards from
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Above, vinyl products are wrapped and
awaiting shipment.

popping out,” said Amendola.

Interstate also provides their
“patented gate stop” as an added hard-
wareitemto al of itsgates. “ This pos-
itive gate stop wraps around the gate
frame and alleviates stress on the latch,
reduces flex in the gate, and protects
against wind damage. These two added
features collectively have been proven
to be successful and have extended the
lifeto an areaof thevinyl fenceindustry
that haslong been an area of weakness
said Amendola.

Interstate Wood & Vinyl Products
isamember of the New York/Long Is-
land Chapter of the American Fence
Association and the Society of Plastic
Engineers. Asthe scope of its business
has expanded, so hasits presenceat in-
dustry trade shows. It is following up
its exhibit at itsfirst national fencein-
dustry trade show — FENCETECH'’ 07
in Orlando, Fla. — with a planned ex-
hibit at the upcoming FENCETECH’ 08
show in Las Vegas. It aso attends the
semi-annual Northeast Regional Trade
show in the Boston area.

The company is headquartered at
1084 Sunrise Highway in Amityville,
N.Y. Call 866-GO-FENCE from New
York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode
Island, Massachusetts and Pennsylva-
nia, and 631-842-4488 outside that area.
Fax 631-842-4345.

Visit www.I nter stateVisions.com.

Construction Outlook 2008
continued from page 94

project types),” said Murray. “ You can
get the competitive advantage needed
to create critical decisions.

“This information is valuable for
building product manufacturing firms,
architectural and design firms, finan-
cia and real estate firms, and other in-
dustry related professionals asthey plan
for 2008 and beyond,” he said.

The Construction Outlook 2008 re-
port includes:

» Economic environment projec-
tions and forecast tables.

* Construction starts for 2008, na-
tional and regional estimates.

* Forecasts and estimates for:

— Single family housing.

— Income properties.

— Ingtitutional buildings.

— Public works/electric utilities.
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